Joplin police treating
case as homicide

A badly decomposed body of an
unidentified man was discovered
Sunday night in the back of a
garage behind 405 W. First St., and
Joplin police are treating the case as
a homicide.,

Sgt. Ken Copeland of the Joplin
Police Department said an autopsy
was conducted Monday, but the
cause of death remained undeter-
mined.

The man was described as being
in his 20s, standing about 6 feet and
weighing 150 pounds. The man had
been dead for'several weeks, Cope-
land said.

Copeland said police think the
man might have been a person
reported missing several weeks ago
and are checking dental records.

The body was discovered by a
passer-by in the back of a small
garage that faces an alley. The front
of the garage was locked but the
back was open, Copeland said.

There was no wallet on the body,
police said, and there were no visible
injuries.

“Right now we're working it as if
it were a hogicide, but we ly
don't know What happened,” ™t
Richard Gammill said.

SINewspaperArchive
by Il Storied

Joplin Globe, August 01, 1989 Pg. 1, Joplin, Missouri, US
https://newspaperarchive.com/joplin-globe-aug-01-1989-p-1/



https://newspaperarchive.com
https://newspaperarchive.com/joplin-globe-aug-01-1989-p-1/

SINewspaperArchive
by Illl Storied

Joplin Globe, August 02, 1989 Pg. 37, Joplin, Missouri, US
https://newspaperarchive.com/joplin-globe-aug-02-1989-p-37/



https://newspaperarchive.com
https://newspaperarchive.com/joplin-globe-aug-02-1989-p-37/







SMINewspaperArchive
by Ill] Storied

Joplin Globe, August 06, 1989 Pg. 3, Joplin, Missouri, US
https://newspaperarchive.com/joplin-globe-aug-06-1989-p-3/



https://newspaperarchive.com
https://newspaperarchive.com/joplin-globe-aug-06-1989-p-3/
Karen Glasscock
Highlight

Karen Glasscock
Highlight











6B The Joplin Blobe

Joplin police continuing
investigation into death

By Tom Corwin
Globe Staff Writer

The death of a man whose body was
found July 30 in a garage behind his
rooming house at 407" W. First St. is
still under investigation by Joplin
police.

Detective Bill Harman said police
are waiting for a final report on the
autopsy on the badly decomposed body
of John D. Masters, 26, a native of
Miami, Okla. Preliminary results of
the autopsy were inconclusive because
of the condition of the body. Masters
was identified through dental and
medical records, Harman said.

Police are trying to determine an
approximate date of death by tracking
down neighbors who might have seen
Masters just before he disappeared.
Police say neighbors last saw the tall,
lanky man they called “J.D.” in early

July walking down the street near his
home.

A member of Masters’ family at
Miami reported him missing July 6
after not hearing from him for a few
days.

There was no wallet on the body
and it was not found in the house, but
Harman said that is not uncommon in
cases such as this.

Neighbors had earlier reported that
Masters was having problems with
two men who lived across the street,
and Harman said he has located the
men and will try to question them
soon. Both men moved out soon after
Masters disappeared, neighbors said.
Most of the surrounding neighbors left
soon after the body was discovered, he
said.

Harman said he still spends “quite a
bit of time” on the case.

“T promised myself I would solve it
one way or the other,” he said.
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF JASPERE COUNTY, MISSOURI
CIRCUIT DIVISION

STATE OF MISSOURI,
Plaintiff,

vs. Case No. CR591-55FX

DONALD R. SIMPSON,

et e Nt o e et et et e,

Defendant.

DEFENDANT’S REQUEST FOR DISCLOSURE BY COURT ORDER

COMES NOW Defendant, by and through counsel of record, and
pursuant to Supreme Court Rules 25.03, 25.04, and Missouri Statutes
and cases, makes written request for disclosure of the following:

1. All names and last known addresses of persons whom the
State intends to call as witnésses at the preliminary hearing and
trial herein together with all written and recorded statements,
existing memorandum reporting or summarizing part or all of their

oral statements. .

2. Any written or recorded stateménts and the substance of
any oral statements made by such witnesses or the Defendant,
whether inculpatory or exculpatory, including a 1list bof all
witnesses and their addresses to thé making or acknowledgement
thereof, whether to law officers or third persons.

3. ' The right to inspect and copy any books, papers,
documents, photographs or objects which the State- intends to
introduce into evidence which were obtained from or belong to the
Defendant or upon which the State intends to rely either at the

preliminary hearing or trial.

4. Any information within the possession or contpedl—es +ho
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or photographic lineup, or regular lineup held at police
headquarters.

16. State any record or prior criminal convictions of persons

whom the State intends to call as witnesses at preliminary hearing-:

or trial, ihcludingg?éasonably anticipated rebuttal witnes§g§;j

(a) state precise nature of any prior criminal

connections or arrests of defendant.

17. The names and addresses of any other suspects in this

case.

(a) Any physical evidence or information that
someone else may have committed the alleged crime.

18. Any anonymous tips, phone calls or notes received by the

State or its agents.

:19? A complete inspection of the State’s entire file in the

abovemstyled case.

20. Copies of any rights or search waivers signed by the

Defendant.

21. The name and address of any other person arrested or
suspected for the same alleged incident.

22. All information relating' to any understanding or
agreement between any State witness and the State, regarding
prosecutions of said witqess for past, present or future criminal
conduct and regarding sentencing or sentencing recommendations as

to any such witness.

A"

Uxufr“?é; Any mental, psychological or physical problem and reports

~of same that the alleged victim has.

24. What, if any, fingerprints of Defendant or of anyone else
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were lifted or taken at or near the scene of alleged offense.

25. Copies of any search or arrest warrants issued.

26. A copy of the jail booking sheet and property inventory
of Defendant.

27. Defendant moves for the discovery of any material or
thing which was the subject of a test, comparison, or sample.

28. _Defendant moves for the discovery of all physical
evidence which the State has in its possession.

29. Defendant moves for disclosure by the State of all "prior
bad acts" or "evidence of other crimes" in which the State intends
to rely or in which the State has knowle&ge.b‘o AL

WHEREFORE, Defendant, by and through counsel of record, prays
for full and complete inspection and rights of discovery regarding
each of the above paragraphs mentioned hereLn, and that the Court
order the State to respond in writing to leach of the above and
foregoing requests within ten (10) days hereof, together with such

other and further relief. . _

DEE WAMPLER, Missouri Bar 19046
Attorney for Defendant

WAMPLER, WAMPLER & CATT
Attorneys at Law

1200-C. E. Woodhurst Drive
Springfield, Missouri 65804
417/887-1155

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

A copy of the foregoing was mailed/delivered to the office of
Prosecuting Attorney this 18h day of January, 1993.

1—

DEE WAMPLER . 1




IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF JASPER COUNTY, MISSOURI
AT JOPLIN, DIVISION I

Mewr
State of Missouri, Plaintiff, )
) .
vs. ) Case No. CR591-55FX
' _ )
Donald R. Simpson, Defendant. )
ANSWER TO DEFENDANT'S REQUEST FOR DISCLOSURE
BY COURT ORDER .
+ COMES NOW David C. Dally, Prosecuting Attorney, within and for the

County of Jasﬁ:er, Stdte of Missouri, and for his Answer to Defendant's

Request for Disclosure by Court Order, states:

FILED -
KATHLEEN M. McGUIRE-CLERK

MAR 12 1993

- . , ’ JASPER COUNTY CIRCUIT CLERK
> ‘ : JOPLIN, MISSOURI




e) 09-04-89 and 10-03-89 Amarillo Police Department

f) Photo line-up containing six (6) photos; one‘photo of Simpson .
and five other similar subjects.

16. Overruled.
17. John B. Katura, 174188
Jefferson City Correctional Center
P.0. Box 900, State St. .
Jefferson City MO 65102
There is information that Katura participated in this crime but there
is no physical evidence nor information that anyone else committed this
crime besides Donald Simpson.
18. None.
19. Overruled.

20. Attached.

21. John B. Katura
Jefferson City Correctional Center

P.O. Box 900, state St. |
Jefferson City MO 65102 ){%/4%2/§Lﬁlél//
22. None. N Vs

23. Overruleq. . «/4//

24 . Prints were "lifted"

25. .

Attache
26. Attached (for Jasper County)

27; All -lab reports have been provided and defense counsel has been
given opportunity to review all materials and things and hereafter may

.review such material upon request.

28. All physical evidence may be viewed upon request.

10
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I hereby certify that a copy
of the foregoing was mailed
or delivered this /27

day of Az c# , 1993,
to the Attorney of record -
for the Defendant, -

Dee Wampler

1200-C E. Woodhurst Drive
Spripgfield MQ 65804 :

4

Bavid C. Dally, . .
Prosecuting Attorpey,
Jasper County, Missouri
Courts Building
Sixth and Pearl, Room 100
- Joplin MO 64801
(417)625-4314
FAX (417)625-4315
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